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pioneer and seek for new solutions to old problems. For
example, the necessity for employing heavy framing round
openings, and thick supports in general, is one which many
modern architects would like to eliminate on the score of
both utility and effect; yet the use of materials in such a way
as to achieve the effects desired requires a considerable
amount both of invention and technical skill. Effects are
obtained by some of the more advanced modernists which
at first glance are puzzling. To quote an instance, there is
the effect which Dudok introduces in his long lines of
windows, without visible solid piers, occurring immediately
beneath an overhanging slab of concrete roof. Apparently
the roof slab is carried on the thin metal casements, and
the effect is very light and attractive; but what actually
happens, however, is that the sets of metal windows are
separated by i" iron bars, which connect with the reinforce-
ments of the roofing slab. These bars are at frequent in-
tervals, and take the place of stouter posts which would
normally be placed at greater distances apart.

Another neat device of this same architect occurs in his
handling of very wide brick window heads, which clearly are
not self-supporting, though to the casual observer no beam
or lintel is obvious. Dudok builds his bricks upon a narrow
shelf of concrete projecting like a platform from the lower
edge of his concrete lintel; this shelf is visible on elevation
as a narrow grey band, and looks effective as well as struc-
tural, since it provides not only a support but also forms
the soffit of the window-head.

Continental designers are very clever in their handling
of materials and in obtaining desired effects by perfectly
legitimate means. In fact, a new technique in materials is
being developed, which can only be really studied at first